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A Bi-monthly newsletter to update you with the latest
chemical industry happenings in Asia.

China consultation signals plan to transition to GHS 7
China’s Ministry of Industry and Information Technology (MIIT) is consulting until 5 April on a

standard that would see the country adopt the seventh revised edition of the Globally
Harmonized System (GHS) of classification and labelling of chemicals. This consultation

demonstrates that authorities plan to update from the fourth to the seventh revision of GHS,
but have not provided an official timeline yet.

Read More

NACD Sends Letter to President
Trump, US Governors on Chemical
Industry Operations amid COVID-
19 Response
National Association of Chemical
Distributors (NACD) President and CEO
Eric R. Byer issued the statement
regarding a letter the association sent to
President Trump and all 50 U.S.
governors urging them to keep chemical
distribution operations open because of
the industry’s crucial role in ensuring the
well-being of both citizens and
businesses across the country.
Read More

BASF to produce hand sanitizers at
Ludwigshafen
BASF plans to provide hospitals in
Germany's Rhine-Neckar metropolitan
region with free hand sanitizers to help
overcome tight supplies. BASF produces
some of the raw materials that can be
used to manufacture disinfectants at its
Ludwigshafen site. It has reallocated
several metric tons, in particular of
isopropyl alcohol, to the production of
hand sanitizers.

PE and PP demand set to surge in
China as operations ramp up
Downstream derivatives demand for
polyethylene (PE) and polypropylene (PP)
in China is set to surge in March as the
country’s manufacturers continue to
ramp up plant operations, although
inventories for these products remain at
a high level. With Chinese PE converter
companies in the regions outside Hubei
Province having now largely resumed
operations in the latter half of February,
there has been a noticeable improvement
in the situation now.

Para-Xylene prices falls in Asia
Spot para-xylene (p-xylene) prices are
inching closer to an all-time low in Asia,
in the wake of the oil market crash and
with the downstream textiles demand
outlook dimmed by the global spread of
coronavirus

Malaysia's wood pellet factories will
close until 31 March to comply with a
14-day lockdown in a bid to limit the
spread of the coronavirus in the
country
Malaysia is the second-largest wood pellet and
palm kernel shell (PKS) producer in Asia. The
closure comes at a time when raw material
shortages have tightened the supply of wood
pellets from Vietnam and Malaysia as a result
of China's reduced demand for furniture and
wood products following the outbreak of the
coronavirus. Some exporters have also
complained of a tighter supply of container
vessels for exporting wood pellets as a result
of reduced South Korean container traffic
because of the coronavirus outbreak.

DSM teams up with Sabic and
UPM Biofuels
Royal DSM, a global science-based
company in nutrition, health and
sustainable living, chemical producer
Sabic, and UPM Biofuels, a producer
of sustainable raw materials,
announce a partnership that will
help to reduce the environmental
footprint of Dyneema fiber,
according to DSM. The collaboration
will see Dyneema transition to bio-
based feedstock leveraging Sabic’s
Trucircle solutions for certified
renewable products.
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